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The Watauga County Voting Rights Task Force stands for 
equal voting rights for all the people. Therefore, we oppose 
the calculated and coordinated voter suppression tactics 
currently on display between the majority members of the 
Watauga County Board of Elections and the Watauga 
County Attorney. 
 
In response to a recent Federal Court ruling that re-opened 
doors for NC citizens to cast their legal ballots without 
suppression or barrier, the Watauga County Board of 
Elections met on August 15th to consider plans for early 
voting in Watauga for the November Presidential election. 
 
At that meeting, two competing early voting plans were put 
forward and discussed, but Republican member Nancy 
Owen came to the table already determined to refuse to 
second any motion or work with other members to forge a 
compromise. Republican Bill Aceto then promptly closed the 
meeting and announced, “The Board takes no action, there 
is no plan.” 
 
Mr. Aceto’s words were carefully chosen. His position is that 
because the Board did not vote on either proposed plan, 
Watauga’s early voters will be forced by law (the “Default 
Option”) to crowd into a single early voting site for the 
Presidential election, the County Board of Elections Office, 
over a period of just 113 total early voting hours, about 2/3 
fewer hours than our same Board offered in the March 
primary. 
 
Mr. Aceto knows of course that our tiny Board of Elections 
office cannot adequately handle 150 voters per hour, 



assuming of course those voters can win the fierce 
competition for a parking space in downtown Boone in the 
first place and then wait out the line to get through, one by 
one, the metal detectors at the door. 
 
In other words, it’s downright impossible to fit a square peg 
in a round hole.  
 
So Mr. Aceto has decided that he can simply proclaim that 
the County Administration Building is actually the Board of 
Elections office (see attached). Then he can move all those 
150-per-hour voters over to a different building where voters 
will only have to stand in 4-hour wait-time lines on busy days 
instead of 11-hour wait lines. And maybe, just maybe, the 
State Board will consider that some kind of bizarre 
compromise. 
 
And that’s why suddenly, and right on time, appears a 
misleading and twisted legal judgment from the County 
Attorney saying that’s exactly what he can do (see attached): 
 
“! considering the Commissioners Boardroom (the County 
Administration Building) as being ‘part of ‘the county board of 
elections office’ is a reasonable interpretation of the statute.” 
 
And that’s why the Watauga County Voting Rights Taskforce 
employed our attorneys to weigh in on County Attorney 
Eggers’ interpretation of the law (see attached): 
 
“The law is clear that the office of the Watauga County 
Board of Elections does not include the Admin Building!. 
Mr. Eggers’ memo is not about the law. It is about politics. 
The memo appears to be part of a partisan effort to position 
Watauga as subject to no early voting requirement other 
than required at the office of the county board of election.”  



 
The bottom-line is that the Majority members of the Watauga 
County Board of Elections are willing to throw out every 
single early voting site for the November Presidential 
elections in Deep Gap, Western Watauga, Blowing Rock, 
and Meat Camp just to prevent those who wish to vote at an 
ASU Student Union site from doing so. 
 
This is called, in polite circles, throwing the baby out with the 
bathwater. 
 
The Voting Rights Taskforce calls on the State Board of 
Elections to see this deliberate voter suppression for what it 
is, and calls on the Watauga County Board of 
Commissioners to fire County Attorney Eggers for intentional 
misrepresentation of the law for partisan purposes. 


