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We are black, white, Latino, Native American. We are Democrat, Republican, independent. We
are people ofall faiths, people not offaith. natives and immigrants, business leaders and
workers, doctors and the uninsured, gay and straight, students and retirees. We stand here, a quilt
ofmany colors, faiths, and creeds, in rvitness against our state government,s extreme attacks on
the most vulnerabie.

In 2013. Cov. Pat McCrory. SpeakerThom Tillis, Senate Leader phil Berger, Budget Director
Art Pope and their followers pushed through a swath ofmorally indefensibly, constitutionalty
inconsistent and economically insane policies on our state. Today, tbe Forward Together
Movement says to those in power thai there are some injustices we will not tolerate in North
Carolina.

The idea ofthis kind ofcoalilion is as old as the fusion politics rhat tried to wrest the Sourh free
from slavery during the First Reconstruction and as recent as the Civil Rights Movement ofthe
1960s. In North Carolina, this Forward Together Movemenr builds on the work ofihe Historic
Thousands on Jones Street People's Assembly (HKonJ). which has gathered thousands ofpeople
in f'ront ofthe state legislature evcry February since 2007. After an avalanchc ofcruel policies
passed in the General Assembly Iast session and more than 30 Moral Monday rallies. we rehrrn
to Raleigh with renewed strength and a sense of urgency.

This year's Moral March makes five f'undamental demands: (l) secure pro-labor. anti-povefty
pol;cies that insure economic sustainability; (2) provide well-funded, quality public education for
all; (3) promote health care for all, including affordable access! rhe expansion of Medicaid,
women's health and en vi ronme ntal j ustice in every community: (4) address the continuing
disparities in the criminaljustice system on the basis ofrace and class; and (5) delend and
expand voting rights, women's rights. immigrants' rights. LCB'I rights and the fundamental
principle ofequality under the Iaw fbr all people.

We believe in the unfettered right to vote, but the extremists have passed dozens ofmeasures to
make it harder to cast a ballot. Cutting early voling. outlawing same-day registration
and Sunday voting. and making it easier to challenge vole.s ale all intended to create long lines
and low tumout.

We believe in slrong public schools, and yet our government has fired thousands ofleachers;
pushed vouchers that drain millions oftax dollars out ofour public schools; left us 48rh in per



TEE SI'ORY OF TEE CAROLINA SETBACK.
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The'Cost and Loss' ofthe Bad Policies and Budget Passed in 2013
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Voter Suporession:
o Extremists in the General Assembly passed a mo[ster voter suppression law in

20131
. In 2014, early voting was cut by seven days hurting "Souls to the Polls" efforts

by African American churches throughout the state.
. Same day registration was eliminated.
r Beginning in 2016, voters at polls must show specific t)pes ofgovemment ID;

student ID's and non-North Carolina driver's licenses are not accepted.
. Straight ticket and out-of-precinct voting was eliminated.
. The General Assembly ended all public finance options while increasing

contribution limits to $5,000 per election cycle.

Economic Iniustice:
o The extremists in the NC General Assembly passed sweeping cuts to unemployment

benefits.
. They reduced the benefits and eligibility for unemployment insurance.
. They denied federal benefits for 170,000 long-term laid offworkers, the first

70,000 on July 1, 2013.
o The Earned Income Tax Credit was eliminated for 907,000 pmple

. Yet the wealthy (approximately 23 NC families) and profitable corpomtions
received major tax cuts from the 2013 General Assembly.

o There are 1.7 million people living in poverty today in North Carolina.
o Tax cuts to the wealthy total up to $683.8 million in lost revenue over the next two

years and $2.8 biuion oyer the next five years.
o $38 million irt funding was cut from state aid for economic and community

development initiatives, eliminating crucial dollars from 10 non-profits that promote
development in the state's economically challenged areas.

o And our children sre hufting the most.
. Twenty-six percent ofNorth Carolina's children live in poverty, 4l percent ofthe

state's children of color.
. Two million North Carolinians are hungry-622,000 ofwhom are children.
t North Carolina has the second highest rate offood insecurity nationwide, and yet,

last year the General Assembly cut the allocation for food banks in half.
Education Ineoualitv:

o I)ue to extreme cuts in K-12 education funding, NC is now 48rh in the nation
for per pupil spending - lower than Mississippi.



Opening
DebraTyler Horton, M tic*laral OrnacbJor AAW
Reuben Blackwell, Rarfu Motrnt Tonu Coturtihtan
Rev. Dr. Dumas Hatsh^,$,Jr., Firt Bapri$ Cbttth h Rabigb
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Attack on the Poor and Working Farnilies
Rev. Dr T. Anthony Speaff 
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LGBT Rights
Bishop Tanya Rau.ls, Tle Fnedon Cn*tJor SocialJrctin atul ,lac.e.l Soztr Carzr// ni\ Cinyh
Jasmine Beach-Fenara , Ca,r?diglt fot S1cial Eqmntl
Chds Sryo, Exetulire Directar 0l Eq,bliA Noftn Cannna

Immigrant Rights
Yazmin Garcia tuco, .ft denl Adian fitb Fa rworket
Emiiio Vicente, UNC-CH .ft'ldent BodJ Pftnded Cafididate

Criminal Justice
Detnis Gaddy, Exeatiw Dift.tot of tbe Carnnrni\ Stucceir Init;atite
Al McSlJJely, Attongy, I tng-Tinn Ciil Ngbt Acliirt ad NC NAACp Conmnitaliots Chair

Voting Rights (I)
Bob Hall, Executu Dinaar oJ Denocraq NC
Dr. Jan'is Hall, NCCU PraJesor aad Politial Srienntt

Envifonment
Dt. Andte Em2lr,uel, Clean lYaterJar NC
Nick Ulood, O"trearb Di edarfor NC ltrlARN

Matching Orders
Rev. Cunis Gatewood, HKonJ Coalitian Coardiranr

Special Recognition of Movement Elders
Rev. Nancy Petg,, k//rz Menaial Baptit Cbnnb
Rev. NelsonJohnson, Bebred Cahmt iO Cefiter
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Grand Matshalls
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*Start of Second Half of Moral March HKonJ People's Assembly Program-

"Why I March"
Rebbi Lucy Dinner, BafielTet4k Or
Manzoor Cheena,'I iangh I te,faith Alia,tre

'<What the Movement Means to Me',
Ivanna Gonzalez, Rrrarl UNC G&drale a l latha lrrll/igrafi
Q. Wideman, NCHE4T
Dominiquc Penny, ArC NA4CP Ya lb er Cllqe Dlisia,/

Voting tughts (II)
ln Joynet, NCCU Law Pnhsor a',i Attaln!)

Medicaid Expansion
Dt. Charles van det Horst, UNC .9$oo/ oJMedidtte
Les\e Bo r"d, Diectat aJ Ir/NC Lleath Adntatet
Nicole Dozier,,4.r.rirar t Ptajert Diftctot al ite Health Arcers Cot itotl

Labor
N{a{,Be NlcMillan, .tenr tatf Tredylrer Jb tbe NC AFLCIO
Lrtsene Taylor, Ul /50

Education
Rich Nixon, U.s Hniary Teacher, NCAE ani Prlfidmt aJJobdat CaanEAraciation aJEllrcata!
Jcssi.a ll.oknes, Atamqt D;/h lbe Natb Canha Atraciatioll oJ Edtcatori

Women's Rights
J^net Colm, L'teidert aJ Plamed Paretrthoad - Certral Nartb Caroliu
EinBytd, ExmttiLe Direclat of Brcpint NC
Iloldy lordln, Eng,lirh Teacber in Dtrhau Ptulir .fchaali anrl Moral MondE Arre:*e

Call to Action and Commitment - 11:30 PM
Rev. Dr. W fiamJ. B^rbe\ll, Prceident of^IC NAACP and Convenet ofllKonJ
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