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M a y u r a k s h i  G o s h w a m i  

Guwahati, Assam,India 

Host Teacher: Nick Westveer 

 

Mayurakshi has been teaching chemistry at a senior secondary school for the past 8 years.  Her students are between 16 

to 18 years old.  She completed her master’s degree in chemistry from Guahati University and then obtained a bachelor’s 

degree in Education from the same university.    She strives to make learning fun for her students! Her primary objectives 

for participating in the TEA program are to equip herself with advanced teaching and technology methodologies to utilize in 

her own classroom, to interact with American students and teachers, and to return home with improved skills and leader-

ship qualities.  In her spare time, she enjoys listening to music, traveling, and reading. 

Please meet our international guests! 

O l g a  S h k r a b a c h e n c k o  

Kharkiv, Ukraine 

Host Teacher:Sarah Kanipe  

Although one of the youngest teachers at her school, Olga teaches her colleagues to use innovative methods and methodo-

logical approaches in everyday lessons. She also inspires them to utilize modern technologies by helping them incorporate 

the use of multimedia boards and other various internet resources. She demands her students to use online courses and 

tests, develop presentations, and prepare scientific work.  By participating in the TEA program, she hopes to better under-

stand the US system of education, as well as find answers regarding how to best educate disabled children in her country. 

She believes this experience will help her inspire other Ukrainian teachers to work in accordance with world standards. 

N a z i m a  E r g a h e v a  

Tashken, Uzbekistan 

Host Teacher: Sheri King 

Nazima Ergasheva has been teaching English at the academic lyceums for almost 16 years.  She conducts practical English 

lessons for 15 students ranging in age from 15-18 years old.  She advises a circle group, named “Step up to IELTS,” for 

intermediate students since it is compulsory for her students’ preparation for international universities.  Furthermore, 

she has her own group as a class teacher and is actively involved  in the social life of the lyceum where she works.  Nazi-

ma got a diploma from World Language University in Tashkent with honors and a specialty in English Philology in 1997. Her 

main goals for participating in the TEA program are to gain new innovative methodologies for teaching English, to cultivate 

opportunities to organize teacher-training courses for other teachers in Uzbekistan, and to aid in strengthening the rela-

tionship between the USA and her home country.  Nazima is married, has 3 daughters, and enjoys swimming and reading.  

Tahani Fathi Al-Sa'di 

Amman, Jordan 

Host Teacher: Robin Lowe 

Tahani Al-Sa'di has been teaching English at one of the UNRWA schools, which is located in a refugee camp, for the past 5 

years. Her students’ ages range from 13-16 years old.  Tahani advises a student English club at her school, and she is also a 

member of the English Language Committee of the Zarka Area and the school Guiding and Counseling committee, which 

looks after students' academic and psychological issues.  Tahani received a bachelors degree in English Language and 

Literature from Yarmouk University in 2006 and a Masters degree in Translation from the same university in 2011. She 

received certificates in the following courses: Educational Psychology Training Course (EP), Teaching Knowledge Test 

Course (TKT) and The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Academy: Philosophy of Teaching. She hopes the TEA program 

will allow her to see the best teaching strategies and methods to improve students' learning, and to enhance the teaching 

and learning process in her school and country.  She lives with her parents, has 1 sister and 3 brothers, and enjoys reading.  

Ismail Karatekin 

Van, Turkey 

Host Teacher: Amanda Wallace 

Ismail Karatekin has been teaching English Language at a public vocational school for the past 6 years.  His students range 

from 14-18 years old, and he has an average of 25 students in his class.  Ismail is an active teacher in his school and city.  

He loves cooperative learning and group activities and serves as a teacher leader among fellow English teachers. He helps 

teachers be successful through involvement in projects sponsored by the National Agency of Turkey.  He took part in Eng-

lish teaching courses in England and Germany, and he also received a bachelor’s degree and certificate in pedagogy from 

Yữzữcữ Yil University in Turkey in 2007.  His primary objective for participating in TEA is to explore new methodologies 

for engaging students in more participatory and active classroom settings and to enhance his teaching skills with real life 

experiences.  Ismail is married with a daughter, and he enjoys swimming and playing chess and table tennis.  

Biplob Kumer Deb 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Host Teacher: Tom Brown 

Biplob Deb has been teaching Chemisry at Notre Dame College for the past seven years.  The age of his students range 

from 15-19 years old, and, on average, there are 140 students in his class.  Biplob is the assistant director of Notre Dame 

Nature Study Club where he has played a role in promoting effective environmental awareness among the students.  He 

also leads as a  coordinator of the National Nature Festival, hosted and organized by Notre Dame Collage, which allows 

students of different age groups (from 12-24 years old)  to participate in different competitions. Bilplob received his mas-

ters degree in Chemistry from Jahangir Nagar University in 2000 and also received hi M Phil degree in the same field from 

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) in 2012. Bilplob is married with one son and his hobbies in-

clude reading books and traveling.  He looks forward to exploring new methodologies to engage students in more partici-

patory and active classroom settings., thereby increasing his knowledge of curriculum development, options for student 

motivation, classroom monitoring, and evaluation.   


