
  

 

 

 

May 2, 2016 

Sheri Everts 
Appalachian State University 
Office of the Chancellor 
ASU Post Office 32002 
Boone, NC 28608 
 
Kenneth Boham 
Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute 
Office of the President 
2855 Hickory Blvd 
Hudson, NC 28638 
 
 Re:  Potential Watauga County Early Voting Locations 
 
Dear Dr. Everts and Dr. Boham, 
 
 The Watauga County Board of Elections is in the process of preparing for the 
upcoming 2016 Presidential Election scheduled for November 8, 2016.  As part of these 
preparations, the Board of Elections is looking into the possibility of establishing an early 
voting location on the campus of one of the educational institutions in Watauga County to 
encourage voting among members of the student population. 
 In doing so, the Board of Elections would need to secure access to the site between 
October 27, 2016 through November 5, 2016.  While N.C. Gen. Stat. 163-129 and Gen. Stat. 
163-227.2 would allow the Board of Elections to use any facility supported through 
taxpayer funding, the Board would like to accommodate your ongoing activities to the 
fullest extent possible, while also meeting our statutory obligations.  To this end, we 
would ask for your cooperation and input into making our decision as to where an Early 
Voting site should be located. 
 At this stage, the Board is looking at possible sites, which on the campus of 
Appalachian State University would include the Legends Building, which shares the 
parking lot with Hoey and Doughton Residence Halls, the Great Hall at the McKinney 
Alumni Center, and the George M. Holmes Convocation Center.  On the Watauga campus of 
Caldwell Community College we are considering one of the stand-alone classroom 
buildings. 
 



In establishing an Early Voting location, the Watauga County Board of Elections 

would need to comply with all the requirements expected of a polling place, which would 

include being able to establish a ‘chain-of-custody’ control over the voting place, adequate 

parking, and ADA compliant facilities, curbside voting, and being able to control 

pedestrian movement within a fifty foot buffer zone surrounding the voting place. A more 

detailed explanation of the requirements is contained in Article 12 and Article 14 of 

Chapter 163 of the General Statutes. 

            In consideration of these requirements and based upon the difficulties experienced 

with the buffer zone enforcement, complaints received by the Board of Elections, personal 

observations of Board members and staff, and preliminary discussions of this matter 

among the Board members at their meetings, it does not appear that the majority of the 

Board believe the Plemmons Student Union is a workable location to meet our statutory 

obligations. 

           As such, in providing input to the Board of Elections, I would appreciate your not 

including that location in your possible sites for an Early Voting location. In the event 

there are other buildings located on your respective campuses of which we are not aware, 

I would encourage you to bring those to our attention if you believe they may be a suitable 

location. The Board of Elections is open to considering any reasonable building which 

meets our statutory requirements, but based upon our experience with the Student Union 

layout, size, and design, that building is not a workable location. If you like that location, I 

would encourage you to submit a nearby building as a suitable alternative for our 

consideration. 

            I realize that having to relinquish control over a building on your campus may cause 

some inconvenience to your operations, but I appreciate your accommodation as we work 

to provide fair and accessible voting opportunities to all members of our community in 

accordance with the statutory requirements. Should you need to discuss this matter 

further, please feel free to reach me at (828)263-8711 or bill.aceto@watgov.org. 

 

      Very truly yours, 

 

 

      William P. Aceto 

      Chairman, Watauga County Board of Elections 


